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In accordance with Rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the 

U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (the 
committee) holds legislative jurisdiction over all proposed legislation, mes-
sages, petitions, memorials, and other matters relating to education and 
student loans and grants. Proprietary schools and institutions of higher 
education, henceforth referred to as for-profit colleges, fall under this juris-
diction both as academic institutions and as eligible recipients of Federal 
loans and grants provided through Title IV of the Higher Education Act. 
Senate rules also provide that the committee shall study and review, on 
a comprehensive basis, matters relating to education. In April 2010, under 
the leadership of Chairman Tom Harkin, the committee initiated an over-
sight into the proprietary sector of higher education. The majority staff 
offers this report to the committee with accompanying minority staff views. 
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